WHAT ARE THESE HEATHER PLANTS CALLED BUD BLOOMERS?

The Vancouver Island Heather Society is proud to sponsor a presentation on heathers by David Wilson who is the main North American propagator of these wonderful plants. To accompany the David Wilson speaking event at the Sylvan United Church on October 1, the Vancouver Island Heather Society will be featuring a group of Calluna vulgaris plants known as bud bloomers.  There will also be a small selection of other cultivars for sale.  As the bud bloomers will be at their peak at the time of the October 1 event, it is a good time to introduce these wonder plants to you.

Bud bloomers are heathers whose buds develop colour but do not fully open.  Therefore, bud bloomers stay fresh and bright for months, prolonging the heather colour season through late fall and into early winter. Bud bloomers were actually discovered because they still had colour in late fall when all the normal summer heather blooming flowers around them had turned brown. 

Appalled by the waster of plants generated by the widespread German practice of using frost-susceptible South African heathers in November to decorate graves for All Saints’ Day, Kurt Kramer (of Erica x darleyensis ‘Kramer’s Red’ fame) applied his considerable skills to the bud bloomers.  His goal was to offer an alternative hardy plant that could survive outdoors in northern Europe.  Bud bloomers appear to be particularly suited to withstand harsh weather. 

Today, as many other plant breeders have also worked with bud bloomers to produce notable hybrids, we have a wide selection available to us. It is interesting to note that Kurt Kramer, during a recent visit to some of our gardens in this area, was amazed to see the wonderful selection of his hybrids that we are now growing.

The biggest advantage of bud bloomers remains their very long season of blooms.  Most develop good colour by late August and retain it for months.   Their ability to withstand early frosts, wind and rain without fading, makes them extremely valuable for late garden colour in cold climates. They very nicely fill that time in the garden between the summer blooms and the colour of the winter blooming heathers. Some are neat and compact, some upright, some sprawling, just like ordinary heathers.  Bud bloomers are now available in a wide range of flower and foliage colors.

A wonderful selection of bud bloomers plus tri-colours and winter flowering heathers will be available at the Vancouver Island Heather Society’s sponsored talk by David Wilson.  This will take place at the Sylvan United Church Hall, 985 Shawnigan Lake/Mill Bay Road on Saturday October 1, 2011 at 2pm. Admission is free. He will speak on  “The World of Heathers from Scotland to Cape Town and St. John’s to California”. Vancouver Island Heather Society members will be on hand to help you with any purchases that you may wish to make. 
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